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AMERICAN FONDNESS FOR MILITARY TITLES. 

The passion for military titles is fast declining- among us ; but we still find 
here and there a " sporadic case " well nigh as bad as ever. A few years 
ago, we met, in a town not far distant from Boston, a common thrifty farmer 
who had reached by regular gradation the highest office in the militia ; and, 
in the fulness of his self-complacency and military vanity, he introduced us 
to his own portrait drawn in full regimentals, and descanted with great zest 
upon the importance of such things. 

We well remember, though we have not seen many years, the time when 
the land seemed to swarm with military titles. All officers in the militia, 
from the general down to the lieutenant, were carefully addressed by their 
titles ; and old men who lived in or near the Revolution, tell us that even 
the corporal wore his "blushing honors thick upon him," through all the 
ordinary intercourse of life. 

This mania, easily explained by a reference to the Revolutionary War, 
and subsequent popularity of the militia system, often developed itself in 
ways sufficiently ludicrous. It was rife enough before ; but that event made 
it still more so. We quote a laughable specimen from a secular paper, 
(Mercantile Journal). 

" Military Attraction. — A fondness for military distinction in times 
of peace, it may be, is gradually diminishing in some parts of our country. 
It is still dearly cherished, however, in many places; and a commission is 
often regarded as an important step to popularity. Many anecdotes have 
been and could be related, to illustrate the value which was attached by 
many worthy citizens, in olden times, to a military title, and a dashing uni- 
form. The following, however, being one of the most amusing which we 
have seen recorded, will suffice : 

"John Dudley, of Deerfield, N. H., a respectable and a proper man, with 
a pretty good opinion of himself, was honored with the commission of Cap- 
tain in the militia. He was an old bachelor, had an old maid for a house- 
keeper, and tilled his ground like an honest man. He was acquainted with 
Governor Wentworth, and frequently called upon him when at Portsmouth, 
that he might tell his rustic neighbors how thickhe was with his Excellency. 
To add to his importance, he once invited the Governor to call upon him at 
Deerfield, on his way into the country ; and the Governor promised to do 
so. The Captain expected the visit sometime in a certain week, and kept 
near his house busily employed as usual. One very warm day, his house- 
keeper came puffing into the field, to inform him that a grand carriage, 
which must be the Governor's, was at a little distance. The Captain ran 
into the house, and had hardly time to slip on his military red coat and 
cocked hat, ere his Excellency drove up. With his trusty sword in hand, 
Captain Dudley ran into the street, and assuming a true Captain-like strut, 
paid a martial salute to his Excellency, who, on beholding him, burst into a 
hearty laugh. This rather discomposed the man of the sword ; but he was 
put to immediate flight by the following speech of the Governor : ' Captain 
Dudley, I am glad to see you ; but think that your appearance as a military 
man, would be much improved, if you would add to your uniform a — pair 
of breeches!' — an article which the good Captain, in his haste to pay his 
respects to the Governor, had entirely forgotten." 

What War does to the Poor. — The debt of England, at the close of 
her wars with Napoleon, amounted to four thousand million dollars; and 
this millstone about the necks of the people is now grinding, and will for 
ages continue to grind them in the dust. The war system, if we except 
their own vices,is directly or indirectly the cause of nearly all their suffering. 

The whole amount expended in missions to the Sandwich Islands, by 
which a whole people have been civilized, is not equal to the expense of one 
year's cruise of a 74 ! 



